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THE 


LETTER. 


SIR, 


N compliance with your deſire, (to which I can 
hardly refuſe any thing ) I have ſent you this 
Sermon. I know tis the noiſe has been made 
about it that prompts your curiofity to ſeek af- 

ter it. It had indeed the good fortune to be 

, favourably received by an Auditory, which (IT need not 

tell you) is one of the maſt learned and judicious perhaps 
in the whole World. But yet on the other hand it has 

' met with as ill luck, to be moſt unjuſtly als 1h peu 

==} by ſome of the Romiſh Communion , who have been plea- 

| ſed upon its account to tax me as guilty of ſome ſedit-. 

| > tious deſign to amuſe the F eg: with Fears and Fealou- 
fres of Popery, and thereby diſpoſe them for thoſe evils 

that are ordinarily conſequent upon ſuch prepoſſeſſions. 


I was indeed much ſurpriſed ani troubled to ſee ſuch 

a ſtrange gloſs pur upon it and me. And had I but 
foreſeen that it tould have been liable to any ſuch miſ< 
conſtruttion, I had rather chus'd even to ſuppreſs a 
A 2 Zeal, 
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The Letter.. 


Zeal, which otherwiſe was certainly very ſeaſonable, 
and altogether neceſſary for my own particular -<ci#- 
carſtlances, than have grven the very remoteſt  occa- 
fron for any to entertain ſuch bad thoughts of me; my 
Loyalty being as dear to me as my Religion, becauſe 
{ reckin that 1 cannot have the one without the other. 


But there cannct be any thing more viſible, than 
that the exhortatory part of that Diſcourſe '( at which 
the great Scandal was taken) was lewvellet merely a- 
gainſt a voluntary defettion; I mean, ſwch a falling 
away from the true Religion, as is wrought. by other 
enticements than thoſe which Truth it ſelf uſes to pro- 
poſe. For it is moſtly expreſt in the words of the 
Apoſtle, applied in his very ſenſe and meaning, and 
upon the like occaſion. And ſure none will ſay that 
he had any ſeditious Deſign when he wrote his Epi- 
ſtles. Beſides, are not all the Arguments upon which 
it is founded, evidently of ſuch a_ nature that the 
ſuppoſe the whole affair to depend upon the Liberty of 
every bodies own Will, without the leaſt ſyllable that 
can inſinuate or ſuggeſt any external violence to be 
done unto our Religion, or any thing to be impoſed upon 
us as toit2 And he would have treated his Theme we- 
ry impertinently, that had ſuch a wicked deſign in his 
view, had he ſpoke at no other rate than I did. Why 
then ſhould ſuch an exhortation be reputed apt to allarm 
rhe People, and prepare them for Tumults and Rebellion, 
when thereby they could not be rendred jealous of any per- 
ſong. but their own ſelves; fince none elſe was ſuppoſed to 
deprive them of their Religion And if Miniſters can- 
not exhort their Auditory conſtantly to adhere to their 
Religion, without becoming criminal upon. that account, 


then. 
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The Letter. | 
then why ſhould they be allowed to preach againſt Po- 
pery at all> For the Uſe muſt needs *always follow the 
Dodrine. 


But farther, Toull ſee that the Sermon ' is as bitter 
againſt the Fanatical Principles and Methids, as a- 
gainſt Popery it ſelf; and that it does commend our 
Religion as much for its: Loyalty, as for its Truth. 
So that unleſs People would be - ſo very difingenuous, as 
to follow their Preacher onely where he ſeems moſt to 
pleaſe and tickle their FHumours, (and ſo not he, but 
they onely would be to blame,) there could be no fear 
of any diſloyal apprehenſtons to be raiſed by ſuch a Dif- 
courſe. Why then ſhould the moſt uncharitable ſenſe 
be made of one part, and ſuch too as is flatly contra- 
difted by another?. This is truly to take things by 
the wrong handle. 


But eſpecially fince, as you can bear Witneſs, I have 
always been as much an Enemy to all manner of Fanati- 
ciſm, as ever I was to Popery, And I bleſs God I was 
educated in ſuch Principles by a Father, who in the 
late Troubles was a ew nf" Sufferer for them, that 
to this very hour I never knew what it was to have the 
leaſt Kindneſs for any thing that but looked difloyal. And 
it has been much my buſineſs in my preſent Charge to 
preach up Loyalty, and to perſuade my Hearers to reſt 
ſecurely in the Royal Promiſe for their Religion, My 
great Zeal in this, and particularly expreſt in that 
Sermon T preached on the twenty ninth of May laſt, and 
allowed to be printed in the very time of thoſe infamous 
Rebellions that then were raging, did expoſe me /0 
much to the fury and malice of that bod thirh) and 


MU»: 
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murthering Crew, as that ever fince I have been thought 
unſafe even in my own houſe, Why ſhould I then be re- 
preſented as any-wiſe ill affetted to the Government , 
or diſpoſed to eſpouſe the Popular humour > And muſt 
now one Sermon againſt Popery make me be- ſuſpetted 
to be ſo? Should not rather the whole tenour of my 
life be the Expoſitor of that Diſcourſe, than any other 


conſiderations that are but extrinfick to it, and relate” 


onely. to the timing of the thing ; whereas the Apoſtle 
lids ws preach in Doſs and. out of ſeaſon ? phe |. oe 
cially when one of the chief grounds for which I am 

lat fied with Popery , is, becauſe I certainly know 
that it is of difloyal Principles, and vaſtly prejudjcial 
to the Rights of Frinces, how much ſoever the contrary 
be alledaed by. thoſe among ws, who in their preſent 


citcuntances find it their intereſt to juggle in the. 


matter ? 


Neither. can it ever be imagined that now to Preach 
againſt that Religion , does prattically contradift thoſe 
Principles, For hu Majeſty himſelf: ( whom God Bleſs 
aud. long preſerve ) has been. ſo far from: ſhewing that 
he thinks ſo, that-in hu Gratious Letter to his Parlia- 
ment among us, ke aſſures us, that, as nothing has a 
greater tendency te ſecure our Privileges and Proper- 
ties, than the aggrandizing his Power and Authority ; 
ſo. be 


that which: now. ſtands moſt” in: competitron with: it, 
ſeem'd to. me. exaftly to comply. with' the- deſign of the 
| King ; 


propoſes -no other end for maintaining. it in its. 
greateſt luſtre, than to. be the more enabled to defend 
and proteft our Religian as eftabliſhed by Law, and 
all our Rights and: Properties. So that to affert and 
vindicate. our Religion, and to ſhew- the falſeneſs of 
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Fx ing | for which we have the greateft. reaſon im the 
world to be grateful and loyal. 


But ' they go farther than thu, and, according to 
what is objefted by a late Pamphleteer, ſay that the 
preaching againſt Popery, ſo as to render it odious to 
the > uw iff ſervice done to his Majeſty, becauſe 
manifeſtly tending to alienate the hearts of bis Sub- 
jets, and incenſe the Rabble, whoſe ungratious temper 
cannot love the Perſon, whilſt they hate the Religion 
of the Prince. 


Sure I am, I never rais d any more odious conſequence 
againſt Popery, than this is againſt us. But we never 
thought that any, who pretend to be his Majeſty s Sub- 
jedas, wonld have dard to do him ſo ill ſervice, as to 
arive the affair to this height. For at this rate they 
render it Leafing-making and Leſe-Majeſty, to ſpeak a» 
gainſt Popery at all. Becauſe no Proteſtant can ſpeak 
againſt it, but he muſt call it ſuch a Religion as 7s mat - 
the ſafe way te Salvation. Otherwiſe he behau'd to © 
embrace it, and be Papift himſelf. Since there is but 
one Religion, that as ſuch can lead one to Heaven, and 
he is obliged to he of that. But according to that Aus 
thour, the charging Pepery with any odions thing, { bee 
ond which nothing cay\be more ſo than what is dam-- 
nable ) tends to alienate the hearts of his Majeſty's 


| Subjetts from him, and. to beget in them a batred of 


his Perſeqn. And ſure to. do any thing that has ſuch. a 
tendency, is as berrid a Treaſen and Fillany as ts ima» 
ginable. Wherefore I do appeal .to all the World, 
if ever there was. any thing of a greater tendency to 
alienate the bearts of bis Majeſty's Subjects from _. 

than 


The Letter. 


than for the . Papiſts. thus to ſerue" up the quarrel about 
Religion, till it become one of the Crowns, and to. muzzle 


. up our Mouths from uttering one ſylable againſt Popery, 


whatever thevbuſie Emiſſaries of | Rome ſhould" ſay in 
behalf of zt > For if the tears of Popery be very apr 
to. produce. the greateſt miſchiefs, as certainly they are, 
then queſtionlsſs the drawing ſuch conſequences from our 
owning\our Religion, "and ſhewing how falſe that great 
Rival Popery is, (whith. neceſſarily. we+ muſt do if | we 
own 0u? own Religion ) muſt be very apr to-produce theſe 
evils ; there being nothing more apt to engender thoſe 


fears, than thus to carry the matter to ſo dreadfull an 


event. 


But, bleſſed be God, we know abundantly that theſe 
pragmatical Gentlemen . do. run | without a Commiſſion , 
and that 'bis Gratious . Majeſty | himſelf has no" Juch 
thoughts "of -us, as"they \have. | And-we hope there is 
no ground for any. to have them. For the reaſon why 
that Gentleman imagines," that the hearts of -his Maje- 
fty's Sabjetts are thus alienated from him, tis, becauſe 
they. cannot love the Perſon, whilft they hate the Reti- 
giow of 'the: Prince. Truly 1 would not have thought 
that 'any Papiſt ſhould have . been ſo little conſiderate, 
as to own and declare that Principle, That' the: People 
cannot love the Perſon, whilſt. they) hate the Religion of 
the Prince; \ For this is a plain-confeſſion, ' and not Au- 
ricular either, that (ince"{2ucew Mary's days there has 
not been a Prince.among us loved by his Popiſh Subjetts ; 
and that ' in all times coming nd Proteſtant Prince can 
ever expett. any of their ofeWioh or kindneſs. And tt 
is certain, that, as the Prieſts \and Feſuits have made 
it their buſineſs to render Proteſtancy as odious- and 


abomi- 
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abominable as it was poſſible for them to doe, ſo they will 
always continue to do fo. What then has become of all 
the Popiſh Loyalty that has been ſo much talkt of * And 
are not. Proteſtant Kings in a brave and glorious condi- 
tion, when they have Popiſh Subjetts* But what if 
Britain were as much Popiſh as now it is the contrary, 

) and a Proteſtant King were ruling over it, would he 
not have a pretty Tenure for his Crown? And would 
theſe Gentlemen ſpeak ſo. in ſuch a caſe? Indeed too 
much fondneſs, without any ground at all, has made 
them very far alter their Dialett of late. ' Though at 
leaft Policy and Prudence ſhould reſtrain them from 
ſuch Arguments. For we hope they will not be ſo bold 
as to ſay but that their preſent” circumſtances may be 
changed, and that Britain may have a Proteſtant Prince 
again; although it is our Prayers (as fervently and 
zealouſly as *tis any Papiſts) that we may enjoy our pre- 
ſent Great One reigning over us, till he ſhall have out- 
gone all his Predeceſſours, as much in Tears, as in Glo- | ] 

But moreover, I would ask theſe Gentlemen whether y 

or no they think that the Primitive Chriſtians were but 

very cold to their Princes, nay that they went ſo far 

as even to hate their Perſons, becauſe they were not of 

their Religion * Sure I am they will not. ſay but that 

it was their Duty to do otherwiſe. And if it was their 

Duty ,: ſure they will be ſo charitable to them, as to. 

think they did not prevaricate in it. - So that Chriſtian 

Sabjetts not onely ought to love the Perſon of their 

Prince, even out of mere Duty, whatever be the diffe- 

rence of Religion between them-; but we muſt preſume 

, that they have attually done fo, there being nothing te 

recommend thoſe Princes unto them, but oxely that they 
were ſuch. © | CON 3s OY 
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But when we have-a King whoſe Perſonal Excelencies 
are. as vaſt as his Title is, and whoſe Goodneſs to us 
(and eſpecially manifeſted in allowing us the free exer- 
ciſe of. our Religion, according, to the full extent of all 
the Laws . we have in the behalf of it, ) i as great as 
either; And ſo when the Ingenuity of our ratzonal Na- 
ture,. and the moſt preſſing gratitude, together with the 
higheſt Duty , ties us as with a threefold cord, that 
cannot eaſily be broken, togove and admire him, and to 
devote our Lives and. Fortunes to his Service: His 
Proteſtaut Subjeits ( and theſe are all the three Nations 
almoſt) muſt be firſt repreſented. as worſe than Canni- 


| bals. aud Devils, before they can be imagined to be 


guilty of the contrary; And the Miniſters muſt be lookt 
upon as the baſeſt and uglieſt Monſters that ever deſer- 
ved that Name, before they. can be ſuppoſed to  defign 
the preaching them into, the being ſo. 


Wherefore notwithſtanding aſl that theſe Gentlemen 
can dae or ſay , we will love him as our Happineſs, as 
our Glory ,, as our Defence, as, the very breath of our 
Noſtrils,  and.as. the Anointed of the Lord, and. as much 
as . they for their Hearts and Souls can do, though we 
have. reaſon to ton them our Thanks for having extorted 


. ” . 


this. competition. from us. | 


But, Sir, their miſtake in af} this lies here, that it 
| | on the Religion, as 
ra#ly confidered, is likewiſe direfted to the 


zt 1s: abſt: 


Perſons 4 thoſe: who profeſs it. And as nothing can be. 


4 


. more malitious thay to ſuggeſt this,-ſo neither could any 
thing be more unjuſt - For whoever among us ſaid, that 
EN" "0 W7 
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all of the Church, of Rome wif inevitably incur thoſe 
conſequences, whereof we. challenge the wh it, ſelf 2. 
God forbid that we. ſhould. Aud. IT am wery certainly 
perſuaded that there are many good and juſt, vertuous- 
ph. devout perſons in that Communion; and that thoſe 
circumflances which I preſume they do invincibly lie uk- 
der, are uot prejudicial to that fincere' intention for the 
Manner, and thoſe fundamental Dottrines and Laws for 
the Matter , of their Piety, which they may enjoy in 
that Church. But yet we'mmuſt ſay..that all this good. 
comes not by virtue # any thing of Popery as ſuch. 

And that _ thus. to diſtinguiſh is.yery reaſonable,  ap- 


' pears. from this, that the Papiſts themſelves do fol- 


low the ſame Method in diſpenſing. their. Charity to- 
wards us. _S0 that in thts caſe.,we form a twofold judg- 
ment;  one_diretted to the Religion it ſelf, which. is = 
judgment of ſlrift arguing; and another, ta the-Perſons. 
of thoſe who are af that Religion, which is the judgment 
of Charity. And the Conſequences, of .the one do nej- 
ther. infer, mor claſh with., thoſe of the other. And 
thus the way of ſpeaking. of Things ,.without | involving. 
the Perſons to whom. they: elong., has. obtained. to be 
common in the World: . And without a-new regulation of 
Speech were firſt indtroduced , ſuch;,a Conſtruttion. af 


fever againſt Popery, as theſe Gentlemen fanfie, can 


never be made, nor Juch. FO uEnces felon upon it.. 


"2nd bere / weald, have: you. Lake. notice, that there 


LT Tho 


i 4 great difference between. the. preaching what. has 


: er tendency to. poſſeſs the tha with Fears and 
Fakes of Pers, (wh 
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ry, 454 thing alſe and odious in it fſeff, without any 
Urea or indirett infinuation that it will be impoſed upon 


us. For the firſt does palpably reflet upon the Gover- 
nours themſetues, and levels all that is odious, not at 
their Religion ſo much as at their Temper and Perſons : 
whereas the ſecond abſtratts wholly from the Perſon , 
and ftrikes merely at the Religjon; and does onely in- 
tend by way of Argument and Perſuaſion to prevail with 
thoſe who are of that Religion, to forſake it, and with 
thoſe who are not, never to embrace it. 


Wherefore it would ſeem that theſe Gentlemen do 
principally aim at this, viz. To have our People led 
back again to as great au ignorance as was that {rom 
which the Reformation reſcued them, and as is altoge- 
ther neceſſary for their defigns of wheedling them over 
to Popery. For either they underſtand their Religion 
ſufficiently already, and need not be inſtrifted by any 
Preacher ; and then, though there were never a word 
of Peper in all Britain, but what the Papiſts them- 
ſetves" eo ſpeak, yet ( according to that Principle which 
theſe Gentlemen make uſe bf ) they would be as much 
diſpoſed to hate the Perſon , becauſe o the Religion of 
the Prince, as when the Pulpits did thunder never ſo 
loudly againſt it'; becauſe in that caſe they wonld. under- 
Stand and know all the ill things of it, that were' requi- 
fite to render it odiogs unto them, Or elſe there is need 
that" the Preachers ſhould both inftruft and exhort their 
fleaters , and as the Apoſtle ſays, tell the ſame things 
over and wor again; aud then to have them filenced from 
þr tichigs ADP Pogery, as theſe Gentlemen would have 
them, were to have the People Teft quite to themſelves, 
tl by degrees they ſhould become ignorant enough for 
x their 
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their purpoſe. And ſo in a few years Proteſtancy would 
wear ont of its own accord. 


But after all this, I am very far from thinking that 
Miniſters ſhould treat the Popiſh Religion more barſbly 
tem mere neceſſity requires them to do; eſpecially fince 
they ſee that ſome people are pleaſed to make ſuch miſe 
conſtruftions, and to draw ſuch conſequences. It is true 1 
have endeavoured in this Sermon to ſhew how far the 
conſequences of Popery in ſome caſes do amount, But 
never having heard that this gave fence, 1 thought I 
had the liberty to'manage my Subjett to the beft advan- 
tage I could. And unleſs thoſe who are content that we 
ſhould preach againſt Popery, woult ſtint and limit the 
ſcope of our Conſequences, how ſhould we know where to 
flop? - For 'tis rare to find any Man undertake the refu- 
tation of a thing, but he will even naturally be led on ts 
impeach it of a the evil that can render it odious , pro- 
vided he ſees himſelf ſufficiently furniſhed with  evi- 


dence to make out his charge. | 


But I bleſs God, that as there is no Man upon earth 
that I entertain any malitious thought againſt, ſo 1 ne- 
ver found my ſelf much enclined to wt things more 
odious than I was convinced that- really they were. And 
with aff my beart I could wiſh that the Effereaces be- 
tween the Popiſh Religion and ours were brought. to as 
uarrow a compaſs, and to as fair an pedee-tu - 4 as 
is poſſible. Neither ſhall it ever be my deſign to widen 
them, But the truth on't is, how to make up one of both, 
is a. thing" I could never underſtand, the Extremes be- 
ing at tov great i diftance to be \ever brought to one 
But 


The Tetter, 
But what ſhall we ſay Fl the Conſequences which the 
Papiſts do endeavour to draw from our Religion 2 That 
fore-cited Pamphlet, entituled, Popery Anatomiz'd , 
exprefly charging all the Rebellions that have been fince 
the - Forty-one, upon this bleſſed Principle, (as in is 
Droflery he is pleaſed to call it ) that every Man muſt 
. be allowed a judgment of Diſcretion to reade and un- © 
derſtand the Scripture for himſelf, ſo as not to pin his 
Religion 'on the ove of the Church, T wonder what 
can. be more odious againſt Popery in all -my Sermon. 
But how wery groſs, and abſurd, and ridiculous, and 
monſtrous, and abominable the Writers for Rome: have 
fudied to repreſent our Religion, ws as well known, - as ts 
the Sun in the firmament. - 


As for the alledged wvirulency of my ſtyle, . youll ſee, 
Sir, by the Sermon it ſelf, that there is not. one expreſ- 
ſfbon in it . but what has been commonly uſed by the Wri- 
ters of theſe Controverſies upon which it treats.. . And 
the Authour of the Papiſt Miſrepreſented is i» ſeveral 
places content to take with as hard. language; "if ſuch or 
ſuch things be made out againſt him : ' which. 1" think 
clearly done already. So that if the Reaſons be good, 
they juſtifie the ſeverity of the Terms, for then. things 
are only called by their proper Names. And who ſhould 
be angry that they are. ſo ? KA, ara 21 


Tet 1 am ſo far from approving. ay. ſcurrilous or 
ſcolding Language in the handling of Controverſies, or 
in publick Sermons, that T have ever ' been\ much\ pre- 
indeed againſt thoſe Books and. Diſcourſes. that are toa- 
ded with it, And ſo long as good manners can bekept 

| up 
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up without any injury done to the Truth, certainly there 
can be no ſuch ingenuons pleaſure in venting ſome Saty- 
rical wit, as t0 jo mere, prevalent with any ſober Man 
than they can be. And therefore in'all the occaſions 1 
ſhall have to deal with Popery,' I am refblued never to 
aſſault it ſamuch with hard Words, as hard Arguments, 
being too well. furniſhed with the.one to neeAfrun for any 
recourſe unto the other. ATT FR 


But, Sir, what touched the Loyalty of the Sermon 
was not all. For it is alſo ſaid to. be wholly kuff 'd with 
Lies and Calumnies. , '{t is good luck I ſtand not here 
alone, it being now the. common cry that Popery is Miſ- 
repreſented. And.we no ſooner unveil the Myſtery, but 
the Papiſts proteſt againſt Proteſtant Popery. And. it 
z called our ordinary artifice to keep. up our People, to 
draw the moſt ugly, and Jo moſt falſe charatters of. that 
Religion, which we can only ſcold.at, but not refute. It 
is pretty indeed to ſee the chaſe ſo turned. For the 
pize fraudes were wont to be as much the profeſſed as 
peculiar Dottrine and Prattice of their own Church. . We 
thank God ours needs no. ſuch Supporters. And our Au- 
ditours are not ſo. much kept in ignorance as to be eafily 
impos'd upon. And now, Sir, you have the Sermon. 
And if it appear not-by it, that whatever I have char- 
ged them withall, is, if not the dire Dottrine. of the 
Council of Trent, yet. at leaſt the moſt common ſentj- 
ment of their Dottors, and that all my Deduttions are 
truly conſequential and juſt, then I ſhall willingly ſub- 
mit to your cenſure, which will. be more, ſevere. to. me 
than any that my avowed enemies can inflitt. 


Now; , 
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Now, Sir, to complete all, it is ſaid that I ſhould 
. have been civil to a Religion I was once of. Tus true, 
1 went abroad about nine years ago, ſcarcely being then 
of Age, and wery unſetled in my judgment, and unripe 
in my Reaſan : and then I was abuſed by the Sophiſtry 
of fome Ffmits, ſeveral unlucky circumſtances concur- 
ring to favour their ill defigns upon me. And thus 1 
continued with them till towards three years, that 
through the mercy of God I was brought back again. to 
that pure and reaſonable Religion from which I had ſo 
fooliſhly Apoſtatizd. Aud indeed 1 was :v0t long at 
Rome when -1 began- to diſcover what a lamentable 
change 1 had made. For to any ingenuous Man there 
can Jardly be a more convincing demonſtration, than 
that Ocular one aryot daily to ” rar there. So that- 
if Papiſts will deal with their. new Proſelytes, 
heyk be very wary wy dr them too foon Wax 
pace; .. | | BTETS. 


But in all this my caſe was but ſuch,” as if one in 
a violent Fever ſhould yy hu raving diſtemper cry 
out that he was a Papiſt'; but ſo ſoon as he recovered 
his ſenſes and judgment again, would ſcarcely believe 
he -was ever ſo wonderfully tranſported by hu diſeaſe, 
and was mightily aſtoniſhed, that even in thoſe Parox- 
yſms he could run ſo far befide himſelf. Now why fhould 
either they have any thing to brag that one in a ver 
reſembling condition was fo greatly deluded ; or 
I owe any other civility to that Religion now, but to let 
all the World fee how much ground I had to forſake it: 
But ſure I am, 1 was never uncivil to any perſon of 
that\Religion, but have ever made it my buſineſs to ac- 
quit 


— 


quit my ſelf toward them of all. the obligations" they 
ever reid upon mo. % KW © I * 


© But, Sir, youll perhaps wonder that, after there 
with" no more to be ſaid againſt the Sermon, or directly 
agtinſf-me, beeauſe of it, * they ſhould come at laft in the 
general to vent themfebves againſt my having abaudon'd 
their Communion ; alledging, that 1 was imfluenc'd by 
other Motives, than theſe which are proper for Rel:- 
giow. F am not to fix meaſures to any. bodies charity. 
' - Bitf God i the fearcher of all' hearts, and I have a 
Soxd. to infer unto him for whatever F do here in the 
_ Body; whert that great day of accounts ſhall come, where- 
in the Motives uon which al Men do embrace their 
Religion, will be laid open and made manifeſt. 


: » But, Sir, to fataffe the World I have this tv ſay, 
- that I am ready uyon all occafions to'give a reaſon 4 
the hope that ts in me to every body that ſhall ak about 
i." ' So that I doubt not to fhew ( and I promiſe' my 
felf that this Serman will partly doit.) that, whatever. 
were my Metives;, yer 1 have'doxe what was juft' and 
_ te init ſelf,- and--what T ought \to have done 
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But, in fine, Sir, to return to the-chief.. otcafion of 
this long Letter (which I had never ventured upon 
without your expreſs Command. ).' ſo long, as thoſe Feſuits 
and Prieſts, and other. truckling, Emiſſaries of Rome, 
cont ine | to .bufie » themſelves. ſo. extraordingrily im. Pro- 
moting their Faith, 4s they have dane. of late, they,wil 
always. furniſh their Miniſters with Apology enough. for 
predching againſt Papery. For . how can we betray, pur. 
truſt. fo. grofly,. as to ſuffer our People to, be ſhamm' away 
 fromsaus bythe crafty inifiunations; of.,9 Set of Men, wha 

are incefſant. upon as. occaſions to. advance. their deſign, 
without doing what in us. lyes ta prevent any. inconfede- 
rable miſchief that may happen to eur Church that\way, 
as if we were no farther cencerwed than to be mere Spec- 
tators of the affair > So that it u not out of the -4 x 
apprehen/ion that. Popery: will ever be. impos'a- upon waa by 
eur King, that: we Preach and. Exhort againſt it. Ne 
certainly. For we look upoy our ſelves as no leſs ſecure 
wpon-that head, than it. is poſſible for. us to be; having 
all. eur \Lams- in favour of. our" Religion confirmed: tous 
by his.Grations Santtion, aud being fully emouraged. in 
that Royal Are of \which:me catmat doubt before we 
be heinouſly guilty of a very great wickedneſs and fin. 
But becauſe ſome eminent defections give us, alas ! but 
ec ound to fear, that the endeavours of the/t our 
reftleſs Enemies: may . prove. #00 a > ua AA 
whoſe pliant inclinations (apen what Mptives themſelves 

know beſt, and I1'will not. preſume. tr determine ), ſufficie 
. ently diſpaſeth for that\ Religion, And that my; Sermon 
did but too luckily hit the guncture of; that day wherein 
it was preach d, you will certainly acknowledge when you 
know that on that very day a Presbyter of our pe -2ay/ 
2 "> Tet abjur” 
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 abjur'd its Communion. Had therefore the Miniſters 
of Chriſt's Goſpel ever more reaſon to beſtir themſelves 
im maintaining and defending the truth of it, than in 
theſe our circumſtances > That therefore we have fruce 
theſe few Months appear'd ſomewhat more zealous than 
ordinarily againſt Popery, others than we ought to be 
thanked for it ; theſe having forc'd us either to be per- 
fidious to our God, and his Son, whoſe Miniſters we are, 
or elſe to preach againſt that Religzon, which we ſaw was 
like to become ſo common and ala-mode. Nr 


Thus, Sir, I do endeavour to vindicate my Self and 
| Sermon ; and I have written more largely to you, not 
only to approve my. ſelf to one of my beſt friends, but 
alſo becauſe I know that you'l repreſent theſe things in 
my behalf wherever you hear theſe Objtitions made a- 
gainſt me. But whatever thoſe Gentlemen ſhall ſay, 7 
am reſolved to ſhelter my ſelf in the peace, of a 'good 
conſcience;, and the protettion of the juſteſt King on this 
fide Heaven. a, 


After all thu, Sir, I muſt beg 
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| Foy: in. Feſus owig neither Ciroumcifion availeth 
any thing, .nor OCR MY on: but Faith which 
—___ by Love. 


| (Hat which PRE He the affiftance of God 1 tend 

- > © "to purſue fromythis Texris;'Thavehe Chriſtian 

\ Religion is of the moſt ſpiritual Frame and Con- 
ſtitution, the moſt exactly »fitred-and' proporti- 
\. oned, as-to- the immaterial Being of the Ob- 
ject whicte i it' regards; 1o-th the reafotrable Na- 
aqeiof the'Sabj fn whey, it hr tro'reſide; Thar it is-of 4 
more noble ar ated:Deſt ati were-any of thoſe coutſe 
Models, which ther Wickednel or the Neceſſity of Afﬀairs did 
ever introduce mong Men: - And {o, that it does not confiſt in 


Ne X hs ztjce: Smale Po leon Pa Schemes * 

ifites,” orſhip; in ſolemn Pageancries an 
"Shows 75 {Rites : atid/UIſages ;rot carnal Ordi- 

nafives and a :Oec 5nemie; "but:in'a holy and virtuous Life 


and Converſati {in 'Baith; _— Devotion, Humilicy, Pati- 
ence, Contebiniene, Sobtiery, T nce, Chaſtity, in 
teouſne&s;/ Charity, Sidcerity , Mes neſs, Generolity po all 
thoſe other Graces which concur to renew the Image of God in 
che Soul of Man, and to-diſpoſe him-for that pureſt Fruition of 
the Origirial it ſelf inf Heaven; which is equally apt to encourage 
kim in the diligent pra&ice; and to reach him what ſhould be 
Oi TOI Kind of his Obedience upon Earth: For in feſt 
* And indeed this Ohiradteil have gixen-of the Religion which 
is acceptable to:God'through Chritt Jeſus, is ſo obviouſly held 
forth to us in thefe Words; thatit ought rather to be reckoted as 
a Paraphraſe of, than any formal __ from, them.. © ; 6 
or 


(2) 
6) lun ot hs Joſh Las the an on + reno: 


ion, mt pps preempt apy engay: Hy <0 Ne 
Uncircumciſion we mult alſo mean any other kind of carnal Wor- 

34A ſhip, of a like nature unto chat of the Jews, and which 
or ſhould afterwards 
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Heathens, 
Tat yo Old ane HAS aber 


Y form of Religion but what was animal, and was chiefly conſum- 
19; mated in corporeal Obſervances, and outward Formalities fince 
URGES 2 cen To which could be directed to the 
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a; lively: and from the d 
nh Bath a it, hes Hhlck 
© ond © ie ſhall 20 vorch tr by thoſe two 


the Apoſtle 


in admiring 
fecSin he dey of xy of ces Warkmankip upon 
zÞ wee, Po cos om 
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external Ceremonies ' And 


« 4) 
Gon a Spirit too. And theref 
ape Into into Religion, and be pertinent to it; — 
as Either they tend to occaſion ſome proportiondbſe-ones in 
| Soul (as when one in a proſtrate lied 33 tneby wowed to 
112K hangs of Hamil ) orelle for the murnal ſubſerviency and de- 
3183 Gar bees Hl tion of publick Worſhip among many. Now in 
| ms fed Eſtre there could noe bur be {6 very lite need0f 
228 ward /Obſervances, upon either: of theſe reſpe&s, Wit it: 
4 on Not unreaſonable to encreafe chem. beyond what was abfo- 
28 lucely neceſſary and indiſperiſible. 
- But when Sin had overturned all things, and ſubjeRed the "R 
and leading Faculties in Man, to thoſe low: and*catnal 
bers wherein he was but 2 ſharev with the Beaſts that periſh, 
then ren G God, to ipkunio his fall, did:enjoin'him-a Reli- 
yu 9b. and-'carna}: as bimfel6 was 'become;24nd appointed 
S* | make Attonement by che Bloud of Beaſts, "for that beaſtly 
| rare) he-had. Dots into; - Nor that thoſe material Sacti- 
& | were. aged are ous farisfaCtion to-that infi- 
nite Being, Kind of whoſe e, as weltas the PetſeQti- 
en of it, - phrathory end ond: and. rate them: "Neithi 
was there anyiching igtrinfick' in thoſeanimatperformances to | 


portion them for fach an end. And therefore it was not merely 


theſe that were beads 'but alſo, and eſpecially,” the inward Sa- 


crifice,, and offering up of the Mind: + Thus thongh both:Cai» and 
Abel y Fa d equally acquit themidluts: as'roIhe* pare ode of the 


Oblation, yet not doing ſo as to the I too, the ONe WAS Ac- 
{the other"not: So that { oBſervatibn/had 


excellency to recominend it,. but wohar 1 it-borrowed from 
nal armerye devour-Intention of thoſe by whom it was per- 
feed ycandovfateveririas done the Body, could not pretend 


EE rg of Worthineſsin the fight! of God; as it: did eddy: 


only as it was informed with the pions affeQtion of the 
allthoſe outward Miniftrations did con- 
Ds true deſign: Religion, but materially ar beſts and it 
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© Hawever that great enemy: of Mankihd, who was- but che 
ona x5 Tone te 
whereby al! tlie ſucceſs of his former was ſo muth defeated; did 
now losk upon dunes as Sn wich 4 NOIR enough op- 
portunity to attempt his od projet once againg,-ahd-to make an 
eſfay how he might enveigle poor'Man into a ſecond: Pall, Bor 
finding that an external and jnſble Religon vas alloned him, 
he plies himfelf with all the dexterity of his Nature toi improve 
that while i ſhould ſypplant iefelf, and by 'the"namerous troud 
of its performances, either quite (mother that Mark whereto fach 
a ſhower of Arrows were directed, or elſe tear ir'in-pieces by the 
feveral and various points which ſhould fix'in it '- And thus by - 
& he' gt Superſtition;' and Idolatry; and Acheiſm,, fo: to 
overwhelm-the face'of the earth, ag to need even a deluge to waſh 
it from ſo much filthineſs and abomination. ' 3! vba 
The like ſtrategeme -did ſucceed” too well alſo in that new 
World, which by ſeeing the ruines of the old, ſhould "at. leaft 
-have kept off thoſe rocks -that itwas datht upon. Brit the Adg- 
vetſaty/was cunning,. and they wete frail; ſo-chat the thingithat 
prevented'a ſecorid delage'was-not the want of a ſecondioccation 
for one, but the mere promiſe 'of God, who was refolvedinor t6 
ftrive any more with ſuch backſliding creatures. And therefore 
thought fit to'form a' peculiar Charch and People co himſelf. 7 
But yer ſuch was the naturalcomplexion-and. genius-of chat 
fame-Race which he made choice--of, thar:at che Inflicution. of 
their Law, their fondnel$'to that carnal and fenfible Worlhip;: 10 
which/they' had beeti jnared among the Egyprians;' was'ſo very 
invincible, as in-a manner even to conſtrain him ro humour them 
in the very kind of thi ſervice they, were to pay to him, and fo 
ro indulge them a-Religion ſymbolical-co chat of. Ezype,: though 
appygd to a better. purpoſe ; their Ceremonies! bei -an-allow- 
ance that' progeeded from ho'other motive than did rheir-liberty 
to divorce their- Wives; narnely; becanſe- of the hardneſs "of. 'Yhrjy 
hearts. LO ?3., | 5 IEONEy 
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But-yet even 
as their, Law 8 by 
} t3-comrL fn u 
afie: AinguR F 6 gieflled th | 
which* did thus cloſe}y ſtick"co-rhem,they- ſoon perverted thar 


gratious: 
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watouscondecention to hich they ow'd it, and n 
{85 if it tad. been. ro be the main of that 
Lovenant whereof cheir ſer was the V hop —- iſh- 
y gone ther God een ſuch a gn s hm: 
ſparkling ure 
and gaudy devorion, chan all 
Ed 2003-005 Deepa the 
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afhciency in them, 
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Andis hs fr MT Hor they own'd no farther concernmen 
it, tha@'merely to let it one 3 that is, being it who = 
ed i ; ng; 80t 60 aoeaie forth veo gay ,on ad com- 


en a5: z extrinſecal Circumſtance, than any conſticuent 
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a _—_— But alſo to be a 


Righreoulek, and w redo ce affairs as near as poſſible 
Sh in, when there was.no-need of one un- 
_ racer. 


be'a. 


any ol qaber 
and- _oocueS, © of an an abſolur and intrinfick re&itude ant 

, and which was a woe: congruous and fuirable to 
fre Nature, and no lefs fitted to defecate and refine us 
from ſenſe and corruption, than to render us meet to be parta- 
kers of the” inheritance of the Saints in light ; the one being re- 
ul: he enter oo A IN appezr'd rather to be calcu- 
lated for thoſe unbodi its, that are not encumbred with the 
of fleſh = fach as are even ſunk in matter, and 
ily cloge' d with thoſe earthly Tabernacles they carry abour 


And as for the Ceremonies of the Jewiſh Law ; Since he was 
the Truth and Subſtance 'of which they were but the Type and 
Shadow, his very Being, withoac any more,ado, did fully eva- 
comeandabolile them as is clearly demonſtrated by'S; Pas! in 
NIC IRING and eſpecially in that to the Hebrews, Nay 
moreover, our ot nr IO If did expreſly ſhew.ns ſo much, 70h. 4. 
21, 23. and he gives the reaſon thereof,. »er/.-2.4. For God # 4 Spi- 
rit, and he nuft be worſhipped in ſpirit and 4n truth, Add to this, 
that | m_ inſticute w_ ire in lien he! the on ons, 
w conſequence at leaſt, was an entre abrogarion 

and of that w_ to which they did pertain. So that the whole 
ar and defign of uneade gee 20 did conkit in true holineſs and 
virtue, in the improvement of the Soul, and renovation of the 
inward Man. 

Neither did he join thoſe new Sacraments unto/it, as if he in- 
rended to introduce one'Ceremomial Religion in place of anorher. 
or to give, encouragement Ste 66 yp hes þk mide 
wh oy, inventions their fi them upon. No cer- 

"Tis true oy phe he ſaw ou - jeu circumſtances of 
_ wry condition did neceſfarily require external and fenſi- 
ble means, to diſtinguiſh os from the reft of the world 'i/ari out- 
ward profeſhon ; the bercer ro keep us-in mind of rhe impotr and 
obligation thereof 3 and to prompt us to a ſevere examination of 
our 


E8) 
cur ways hgh 0 our: Redeemer, and an Univerſal 


Bat yet: thole. which he did appoint 
=} ſo eormon'/an; uſe In the ordi- 


gary conſe of -our life, -that in-reaſon-it. could never be preſum'd 
; qe would _ occaſion 214 oy "_=_ Honary Ty Lingng oe _ 
emonies, at once to {mother their ori umplici 
200 11 Wherefore 'in all the New Tefionene «4 pd not 
oy of any _—_ that looks like the giving counte- 
nance. unt6 ord 1 


and _— y -remove wr theſe or the like (grave from 
Chriſtianity,; as. wholly inconſiſtent with,' and prejudicial to ſuch 

P (piriual diſpenlaio For.4n jeſus Chriſt, &Cc..' So.that'no Cere- 
; wy but ſach: as mere y,' or 2 diſcreet decency-and or- 
pelo, canibe-at all allowable unto thoſe who, expect 

from that Religion, which is to be meaſured by the 

ay goo Fon Jeſus ny and not by the fancies of bold and deſign- 


in 

Con that during the frſt Ages of that holy Religion its firſt 
and-tmain-defi ich was {0 ww viſible and conſpicuons, was 
carried-0n-with a candour and integrity ſuitable to it-ſelf, ' is more 
certain than ac it can one be ded of. And I ſhall clearly 
evince it by-the two following Arguments. 


--:Dirſl, Becauſe-it could be nothing elſe but the ſtriftnebs of its 
ye t Gon ul i purity of life- which theſe: did 
——_ the perſecution that was .raisd a- 
W233 | 


And 


(9) 
And ſecondly , becauſe ths Primitive Chriſtians / exerciſed 
their Religion in the: moſt ſimple manner that was /poflible. 


Firſt then, "Twas certainly upon the account of the-Excellency 
of that Morality, and of that ſublime Obedience which the Go- 
ſpe! introduc'd, that it met with ſo bad entertainment in the 
world, and was perſecuted with a!l the rigour and cruelty that en- 
raged Tyrants could invent. For the believing and ſpeculative 
part of the Chriſtian Religion, in ſo far as it has no influence up- 
on the life and converſation of Men, was of 'no ſuch provoking 
nature, as to have embroil'd the world ſo fadly, and 'raisd the. 
moſt diſturbing commotions that ever ſet its people in a flame. 
Since the appearing wildneſs and paradoxy of its moſt: abſtruſe 
and unexplicable Myſteries, could at worſt have been but reſem- 
bling to that of thoſe frantick opinions, which-in the greateſt part 
of Religions were admitted with the profoundeſt reverence and 
veneration 3 and which had given a precedent for the higheſt ex-. 
travagances to gain credit and regard, were they but once ſhrou- 
ded with the common pretext of pertaining to things ſacred. And 
ſo as the no leſs abſurd and inconſiſtent, than unworthy and ridi- 
culous fancies about the Heathen Deities, were fo far from incen- 
ſing or offending the Higher Powers, that on the contrary they 
became the Objects of their adoration ; So it is never to be pre- 
ſam'd that any Do&rine or Tenents whatſoever could have 
wrought that effe&, ſo long as they went no farther, than merely 
to be ſach, and did not exa&t any other obſervance but the cre- 
dulous aſſent of an eafie en oro 

Neither could it be the external Worſhip and Devotion 
whereof it made a ſhew, that could give ſo much offence. For 
ſuppoſing that it had made its appearance in the world with the 
greateſt pomp and ſplendour 3 Yet how can it: be imagind that 
thoſe who had abandon'd themſelves to all the fopperies and 
crumpery that fond Idolatry could inſpire Men withall, ſhould 
have ever been fo. zealous of their own madneſs, as rather than 
ro ſuffer others be poſſeſt with a greater, to perſecute them with 
nothing leſs than fire and ſword, deſtruction and ruine > This, I 
ſay, could .never have been, had there not been-ſome other thing: 
of 2 nearer:concern at the bottom of it. Nay fo far was it from: 
this, 'that That very Rewe which roſe up againſt the Name of Je- 
ſus with all the violence and fury or was: poflible, was yet as: 

m 


. ted withall; when the more excellent and lofty defign it carried 
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much accuſtom'd to'enflave her {lf to all the Deities of other 
Nations, as to enſlave theſe unto her fel}: Nut ſeeming more 
ambitious to have her Empire and the World of the ſame con- 
fines, than to have her Pantheon well crouded with all its Idols too ; 
as if nothing could have ſatisfied her, but to have all the Gods, as 
well as Men, to be wholly her own. So that when Cats and 
Crocodiles, and the uglieſt ſhapes that could be contriv'd, were 
advanced in her Temples, ſurely, had not the God of the Chri- 
ſtians been more ungratefull upon ſome other account, than that 
he would have engag'd her to ſome new ſuperſtition ; ſhe had 
rather took it as a kindneſs, than any injury, to have got him 
mounted upon ſome of her Altars. And therefore it ſeems very 
obvious from all this, that it was chiefly the preceptive and prac- 
tical part of Chriſtianity, which was ſo much the ſtumbling-block, 
and for which it came to be more inveterately hated, than any Re- 
_ that had ever before been propos d to the conſciences of 
en. 

For all Mankind being deeply immers'd in the corruption of 
fleſh and bloud, and univerſally addicted to indulge themſelves 
in thoſe luſts and pleaſures, whoſe fulſome nature did beſt fair 
with ſuch degenerate creatures, it was not to be expected but that 
when {© heavenly and divine a Religion came down from above | 
the clouds, to inſinuate it ſelf into their practice and converſa- ks 
tion, it ſhould encounter with all the ſpight and'oppoſition that 

ch an unwelcome, though generous, project could be perſecy- 


along with it, the more dire&ly did it contradict thoſe natural 
inclinations , in whoſe ſatisfa&ion all the reputed happineſs of 
the world was formerly placed. And upon that ſcore the Reli- 
gion of the Holy Jeſus was lookt upon as ſome malevolent and 
infiduous. deſign, to deſpoil the world of all that was dear unto 
ity/,and to be as cruel an m_—_— as if that had been even literally 
Red to rob every body of his neareſt Relations, nay to de- 
. prive him of his right eye, and right hand, and leave him no 
more but the paffive trunk of a _mutilous body to breathe into. \ 
This is-undoubtedly the moſt rational account that can be given, 
wherefore, of all the Religions that ever ſet foot in-the World, 
the Chriſtian onely was that which lookt fo terrible and furpri- 
zing, as to raiſe all the Power and Wit of Mankind to the grea- 


teſt enmity and violence againſt it. I 
ea, 


'WOT 
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Yea, not only is it thus evident that the ſignal and grand de- 
ſign of Chriſtianity was to reform and improve the lives of Men 
But alſo on the other hand it is palpable that in thoſe Primitive 

es, all who made profeſſion thereof were as ſimple in the garb 
of their Religion;-as they were in that of their Bodies 3 and that 
was {imple enough. Indeed their circumſtances were ſuch, that 
they were glad to have but any corner to aflemble themſelves in- 
to. And they were (o ill provided of what could advance an 
external grandure, that it became one of the charges laid again 
them, that their Religion behov'd to be ſome mean and skulking 
my , fince of all the Religions that had ever appear'd in the 

d, it onely had no Temples wherein ſolemnly to worſhip its 

God. And till the days of Conſtantine, that Churches were built 
in a Magnificent manner, they had ſcarcely Huts to preach in 
and the beſt they ordinarily made uſe of, was but ſome up 
Room in ſome private houſe or other. What therefore could 
be the other -pomp of that Service which was fo ill lodged, and 
which for the moſt part was brought forth, as was he to whom it . 
was dire&ed, in an Ian or a Stable ? 

But though they wanted thoſe outward advantages, yet as to 
the genuine part of their duty, there was-never any thing more 
heavenly and devout, more zealous and fervent ; and they were 
frequent in Prayer and Exhortation, and in receiving the Holy 
Euchariſt, without any noiſe or ſplendour, or any thing that could 
look like vanity or ſuperſtition ; being fo | mqjamnrs intent upon 
the ſubſtance of the thing, as never to ſuffer one thought to be 
diverted about the external form of it. 

Hitherto then did the Chriſtian Religion preſerve its native 
Temper and Inſtitution. But, alas ! not-long after that, things 
began to put on another face. For when once they got an Empe- 
rour to be as much Chriſtian, as before him all of that Title were 
the contrary : And ſo when Liberty and Riches, thoſe two dan- 
gerous things, if not cautioufly made ute of, began to flow in 
upon them apace 3 then they quickly became proud and wanton, 
ambitious and fancifull ; and began to vye grandure and pomp 
with all the world, and from ove extreme running into another:, 
to busk every thing that related-to. their: Religion in as-gaudy-n 
dreſs, as that was {1mple'and meant had-wont to be accoutred 
withall : As if they had .iumagin.d,-that fince their Religion was 
the moſt ſublime and excellent _ ever adorned any — of 
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Men ; therefore it ought to be the-moſt ſplendid and magnificent 
too: So that the Fathers to pray 4 the Perſecutions again, 


to purge the Church of all thoſe ſupervenient deckings, and to 
force thoſe who did haunt it unto their old lnmility and charity, 
and unto that ingenuous and plain manner of Devotion, which 
was onely ſuitable for ſo ſacred a place. 

But ſtill they went on, untill at laſt the Viſage of the Church 
became to be ſo painted and patcht over, as that one who had 
ſeen it before, ſhould not have now known it for his old and mo- 
deſt acquaintance. And thus at length affairs came up to that 


* height wherein they are in the Church of Rare at this day. A ' 


Church that has been ſo much infe&ed with the contagious ſuper- 
ſtition of other Religions, as to render her own but a Mongrel 
compoſure of them all. A Church that has perverted the moſt 
noble deſign into the worſt purpoſes, that has daub'd the moſt 
beautifull Religion with the moſt ugly and preternatural inventi- 
ons, and that has tranſplanted the very Being of it from the Soul 
to the Body, from a Spiritual to a Carnal Soil. Bur ſhould I 
once Jaunch out into this Subje&, fo vaſt and ſpatious is it, that 
the whole day would not ſerve to go over it. I (hall therefore 
onely touch at ſome few things in general. 

And firſt, What ſhall be faid of the Rites and Ceremonies 
of their Worſhip and Sacraments, and that outward pomp where- 
in they are performed > They are now become altogether Thea- 
erical, and their grand Maſs, eſpecially if ſaid by the Pope him- 
ſelf, is certainly one of the moſt bombaſt pieces of Pageantry the 
world ever ſaw. The thing is too well known that I ſhould in- 
4iſt upon it 5 And therefore I ſhall onely refer thoſe who are not 
ſufficiently informed, to the 2d and 3d Chapter of the firſt Book 
of the Famous Mr. C/a»de his Hiſtorical Defence of the Reforma- 
tion 3 where, though the Subje& be not more lively than truly 
deſcrib'd, yet it comes ſhort of what really it is; as any body 
who: has been at Rome eſpecially can atteſt 3 and as may be gather- 
ed from the Deſcription of a Roman Service, written by a Jeſuit 
in a Letter to a Friend of his. It runs thus : We are /are ({ays he) 
that the Society did employ 9000 Florens in the late Solemnity, They cans d 

t0'raiſe a great Machine in our Church of Farneſe at Rome, in honour 
of the Holy Sacrament of the Encharift : It was 120 Palms high, and 
$0 in breadth ; wonderfully adorned with excellent Statues, with delicate 
- Images, with rarely painted Hiſtories, and Emblemes, which did ans 
the 
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the Eyes of all the Beholders, and having burning upon it upwards of four 
thouſand Flambeaux, the hight did ſhine ſo very radtantly all about in the 
Church, as that one durſ# hardly look np, for fear of being quite dazzled. 
They did celebrate the Service with ſo much Pomp, and with ſuch a tranſ- 
porting Conſort of the Popes Muſicians, that there wanted nothing but the 
Preſence of the Pope himſelf to make up the moſt magnificent Shew that 
ever was upon the Earth, The Archbiſhop of Rhodes ſaid the Maſs ; 
there were twenty two Cardinals preſent» and the whole Prelates almoſt of 
the Roman Court, with all the Ambaſſadours of Kings and Princes, and 
the greateſt part of the Religions Oraers of Rome. We may Conjec- 
ture from this, as ex »ngue leonem, what is the ſuperſtition of that. 
Church. 

But, Secondly, there is nothing more viſible than that it has 
been its great ſtudy and endeavour to take off all the burthen of 
Religion from the Soul, and lay it upon the Body. For if this 
but trudge and ſmart ſufficiently, the other will have but little to 
doe. And that is evident, 

Firſt, By their Do&rine about the Sacrament of Penance ; 
where not onely they have fitted the word for -the purpoſe, but 
alſo have ſo ordered the _ that there is no more inward for- 
row required in the mind, but what is animal, and what every 
Beaſt has when it is dragged to the Shambles, that is Attrition, 
or Sorrow proceeding merely from the fear of Danger. And if 
the Penance enjoined be but exa&ly gone about, then all is well 
enough. So that at this rate one needs never to be at the pains ſo 
to wean his Soul from the World, as by a pure and benevolential 
Love, or-even complacential either, to fix it upon God; which 
to doe is certainly both the greateſt Difficulty and Deſign of our 
Religion. Becauſe he has no more to doe, bur to be afraid of 
Hell, and to run to a:Prieſt for Abſolution, and then to perform 
ſuch corporeal Exerciſes, as he ſhall preſcribe; and theſe, no 
doubt, will not. be too ſevere. Who then would not be encou- 
raged to ſin by this Doctrine, when they are taught by it how to 
redeem the offence ſo eafily > And though they require a pur- 
poſe of ſinning no more, yer that being founded upon the ſame 
motive, namely, the Fears of Hell, one may be in Heaven, or at 
leaſt in Purgatory, before he begin to learn how he ſhould love 
his God as he ought. | = 

But this may be prov'd, not onely by their. Do&trine, about 
this particular Sacrament, but even about them all in general. _ 
what 
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what can doe it more, than that the yery opws operatm of the Sa- 
- craments, produces Grace in the receiver ae ? And therefore 
they need not ſeek for Holineſs it (elf, and a fully formed piety, 
before they approach them, {ance they expe& that from them as 
their proper and formal eftectz but onely for certain Diſpoſitions 
and Perquiſites to it. And who knows not that the one is much 
more eatily acquired than the other ? 

Nay, they go farther than all this, and to the Sacraments they 
add the Sacramentalia; and theſe come {warming in upon Reli- 
gion, as the Locuſts did upon Zeypr. For they hold, that by pat- 
tering over the Lord's Prayer, by caſting the fign of the Croſs, 
by a daſh of Holy Water, by having a bit of an Agnxs Dei about 
one, or the Relick of any Saint, nay, or even a Medall of one; 
by being in ſuch a Confraternity, or Sodality, or by wearing ſuch 
a Scapulary, or Frock; in a word, by doing any thing they have 
a mind to, Grace is (til] ready waiting on, and the Soul is thereby 
{anRifed, and made holy. 

But moreover, their Doctrine of a general intention concurs 
rally to help up all: For if at-the beginning of any duty they 
ſhall but in the general intend to doe it for ſuch an end, then there 
15n0- more required;. and if the Body do but go about it, the 
Soul needs not be at the fatigue of a conſtant attendance with its 
Intention. So that the gives out the orders at firſt to the 
Body, to march there, or there, and after that it ſelf goes a wan- 
dring where it pleaſes. Thus though the Office of their Church 
takes up a conſiderable time, yet if a Prieſt addreſs himſelf to it 
with a general intention, and his Lips but mutter it over, he 
be thinking all the time he ſays it, as he liſts. It is juſt the ſame 
caſe with that of thoſe lewd kind of people, who being bid ſay 
Gy Renee Meat, anſiver, that they did it in the morning for 

the Day. 

T ſhall inſtance another Do&rine more, and that is their.Te- 
nent, that the inherentRighteouſne(s whereby one is juſtified, does 
- not conſiſt in any temper or frame of the Soul; but-in a certain 
- phyſical Quality which they call habitual Grace. So that it isnor 

the account of any Holineſs. or Virtue re{ident in the Soul 
it ſelf, as contradiſtinguiſht from that Quality, that one 4s juſti- 
fied; but merely by it, as that ſancifyÞg form by which onel 
- we are acceptable to God. - Beſides the Nonfenfe of this, whic 
i5a5/great as may be, certainly there is much prejudice: in itto:the 
| rue 
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true intent of Religion, eſpecially conſidering that it is produced,” 
t by the Soul it felf, bur by the opws aperataw: of the Sacraments. 
: do not deny that many of them hold, that Faith which worketh 
by love. does formally juſtifie in the ay of God. But firſt, this 
is but the opinion of ſome, and very far from being that of all of 
them. Then ſecondly, there is none of them but he looks upon 
it as. an extraordinary caſe, and ſo muſt maintain that there is no 
neceſſity at all for one to be juſtified upon theſe terms. So that 
if ever there was a carnal and external Religion in the World, 
ſure that of Rowe is much more ſo; for never was there any ſo ex- 
quiſite and learned in the art of carrying it on ſo far as this. 

Now for improving what has been ſaid to our own uſe, I ſhall 
onely recommend that Exhortation wherewith the Apoſtle ad- 

es the Galatians in the beginning of this Chapter, upon the 
like occaſion, Stand faſt in the Liberty wherewith Chriſt bath made us 
free, and be not entangled again in the yoke of bondage, For go 
Chriſt, &c. Ye have heard what is the peculiar a of our 
moſt holy Faith, and how much that is perverted and impoſed 
upon by that Religion which the Church of Rome has endeavou- 
red to (huffile in in its ſtead. And therefore if ye have any regard 
to your Souls, ye'll never abandon: fo holy, ſo rational, ſo: gene- 
_ TOO, and embrace ſo groſs and carnal a Superſtition in 
place of it. 

Eprefume I need not uſe any more Arguments from the compe- 
tition of theſe two, after what has been already diſcourſed, ha- 
ving. all _ ſo manifeſtly ſhewn how deſtructive and rauinoas 
any fuch Refrgion, as the Roman, is to:the main and ſpecial Defign. 
of true Religion in the general, and far more of that which avai- 
leth in Jefus Chriſt. So that having ſo fully diſcovered the pre- 
Cipice, it were to ſuppoſe an equal want of ſenſe both in the 
Speaker and: Hearers, to preſs you with any Reaſons not to leap 
over it, when none but: ſuch as really are uncapable of any, can 
ever be-guilty. of the Folly. Frog | 

Yerl hope it will notbe impertinent to offer ſome more general. 
Motives ay wade 2-0 that thoſe who: either could nor 
follow the t of the Diſcourſe cloſely enough, or who, ha- 
ving done this, yet-perhaps are not {© nearly ed. with it; as 

to be, may meet with what may happen to be both 
more plain and convincing unto ther, -if indeed any thing can be 
more {o0.. Ny 
Now. 
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Now our Saviour does aggravate the Infidelity of the Jews 
with this, that if he had not come and ſpoken to han they 
had not had fin; but now they have no cloak for. their fin: ' If 
he had not done the works among them that no other Man did, 
y had*not had fin, 7obn 15, 22. 24. So faylT to you; If ye 
had not been educated and trained up in the true knowledge 
of the Son of God; if ye were not furniſhed with all the 
means neceflary for being fully convinced of the Excellency 
of our Religion, infinitely beyond all the falſe pretending. ones 
that ever inveigled the World , then perhaps ye would have no 
{in, that is, not ſo great a degree of it, though ye ſhould have 
been of the Communion of Rome. But now if ye ſhall fall away, 
and turn ap» back upon that Church wherein ye have been bred, 
and which comes as near to the primitive truth and ſimplicity 
of the Chriſtian Religion, as that of Reme does to the Jewilh and 
Pagan, and that is as near as may be; if, I ſay, now ye ſhall 
e Shipwreck of your Faith, then you will have no Cloak for 
w {in.'\ *Tis fad Language in the 6th of the Hebrews, and fourth 
erle; Tt is impoſſible for thoſe who were once enlightned, and taſted of 
the heavenly Gift , and were maae partakers ;of the Holy Ghoſt," and 
taſted of the good word. of God, and of the-powers of the world to come, if 
they once fall away, to be renewed again unto repentance, ſeeing they have 
crucified the Son of God afreſh, and put him to an open ſhame. An Ex- 
10n which quadrates, even in the literal ſenſe, but too well 

to the Church of Ree, her Maſs equally performing both theſe. : 
And indeed if we be miſtaken in our Religion, as it ſtands'in 
oppolition to POpery: we may- juſtly: uſe S. Yz&or's: ent, 
and tax God himſelf with it, ſaying, That it 5s He that hath decei- 
ved and deluded us, For ſince we have got all our Faculties from him, 
both theſe of our Reaſon, and of our Senſes, it is evident that whatever 
theſe do neceſſitate us unto, and do unavoidably force us to admit, . muſt be 
refounded upon him from whom that neceſſity was at firſt derived, But 
fare it is impoſſible for any (abſtraaly ſpeaking) to advert unto 
the native DiRttes and Principles of his Reaſon, or ever conſulc 
the certainty which his ſenſes afford him, and yet be Popiſh too. 
And of this the greateſt Champions for Re have been fo con- 
ſcious, as not finding any imaginable way how to reconcile their 
Religion with the Faculties of Man, to cut the troubleſome knor 
they could not looſe, and cry down all Reaſon as the greateſt He- 
retick in the World. And had but that ever been at Rowe, or 


in 
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ly his pold I Viethos, to confound all.the Proteſtants, which was 
| Bb be. all.che;Principles:of Reaſon with an 
Ne ang th, and brazen: Brow 3,and never: to deigh. an Anſwer 


to-any.Argument drawn fron jt: Againſt An: of their-Tenents, but 
directly and downright to deny it.- maintained that 


theſe Maxims of Reaſon, 7 | he eſt iow fon! ofa, cHinon off 
Puidquid eſt, cgi eſt, neceſ[ario eſt, Non entis nulla ſunt a wong he 
eque. at nd ſuch, li e, ought utterly tO- 206 mages 

ſer no Papilts ay ha the Were but private -Authours,: g's 
Ae, NT CO t this Book of Yerronins had | 


oe SPRroont 00 =_ "ther.Ch Church could give it; unleſs a general 
| had been called for that end. For the P ſelf 


hugg'd it very kindly 3 the King of Spain back'd it with ; Autho- 
3 Cardinals, 'and Archbiſhops , ..and Biſhops;, and-the whole 
of Frapce reco itz. Nay the very. $orbon put its 
Seal to it alſo. Sure the Biſhop of Cexdaw's Book:, that makes 
ſuch a noiſe, was never —_— VOu 
But we need not run to this. For I defie them to-ſhew-me 
zor their Writers-upon Tranſubſtantiation,.,who has not ſome 
Faring kind of Tar guage or other ants our Reaſon ati Senſes. 
And the Authour of OE late pretended Anſwet; to the Funeral 
of the Mas, addreſſes himſelf to his Reader thus; pag, 4: Here. 
humbly. intreat the Proteſtant Reader ( fays he) to refleft, that in the 
Myſteries of Religion we. muſt captivate our Unaer ſtanding ( that 35.40 
_ Jan, ſuſpend it from. alſerting what it might judge, had'it nothing to reſ86 
pon, but the ſole relation of . our ſenſes). t0iobey Chriſt. | God will have; 
as. an Homage due to bim: and bis Veracity, this proud facuiey of Yan; 
which is _ toj judge fe I, {abmit to his word, Thus he; and fare- 
ly very like the to the Sheep in the tender of peace be- 
eween 'them. For the firſt. Article he propoſed to them, was, 
that they would. lay aſide all the c—__— J which they were 
guarded from him. For well he knew, that" if once they were 
yl ar, ſo defencelefs, they would ſoon | a his Prey. Juſt 
ſo, if the Proteſtant Readers of thar Book,. would but once lay 
down. the certainty of their Reaſon ud their Senles, he wous 
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that either we have 
{o that whatever we Tet et 
—— Thin, ore we wel inidginable. 
certai - an or 

of th Char ot hor how, or by what principles he comes 


is aſſent, becauſe of evident har ing} apon cr 
6 then I ag him how, or by what means comes to 
be affired bf their certairiey? Here he vena gar ae oem ap 
muſt ledge CREE his 
own Faculties, and that by an EL OIES ience and rs 
of Mind; ariſing immediately ont of the orgs dere aet which 
CE A Now: if his Church, that 'pre- 
My; ſhould define any that:con- 
of thoſe Faculties; hes I we d delire of 
To how wy ow behave hiinſelf: For it is an undoubted Ma- 
e in nature, That no Conſequence can be more firmly-eſta- 
; than i the Antecedent upon which it is buile ere- 
re no Definicion of that Church can be rn than it is 
ſhe is infallible. Bar the certdinty of her Infallibility de- 


pends entirely upon the certainty of his Faculties, as I have de- 


monſtraced: Burt now, by the very virtue of that Infallibiliry his 

Faculties are rendred uncertain, according to his own Conceſſion ; 

What then = a doe? pb neat muſt cer hold this w_ 

tradition, Faculties are certain and not certai 

lſs he muſt reject thar Infallbility which fapplants it ſelf. By 

thus atk ae and endermining that very ground upon en 

it was 

\ From all which it follows, tha ce th Argument for which 

nfallibility is pretended equally involve the cettaint 


Phinch, dow 
ledged to doe Ge therefore bn Infallibility, as confide- 
red to have actually. intereſled it ſelf in thoſe Defmitions; is the 
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" moſt abſurd and ſelf murthering Clymer that ever was dream'd 


of in the World, And if any Papiſt willanſiver me this Argt- 
ment, then I'll dare to ſay, we ſhould indeed turn Papiſts, buc 
ing elſe: For then we behoy'd to 
renounce all the certainty of our Faculties, to admit the greateſt 
contradictions and med > waits and if we were once at 
that paſs, what ought we not th doe? Ye ſee then how far the cer- 
tainty that we have of our Religionamounts z to wit, tono leſs than 
tothat we have of the Being of a God, that that God isnot a cheat 
and that we our ſelves are reaſonable Creatyresz and he that 
would deſire any more wonld not know what he were defiring. 
Refle& therefore well upon that fore-cited paſſage out of the He- 
brews; and confider ſeriouſly with your ſelves what a degree of 
illamination you have for your Religion, and what will be your 
doom, *if having ſach, ye fall away from it. | | 
But though this be fufficient to found the* moſt prefling 
Exhortation to adhere with conſtancy unto our Religion; Yer 
there is another ſecondary reaſon which Tl! preſume to recom- - 
mend to you3' and that is, That our Religion is the ggoſt loya! 
Religion in the World ; fo that the more cloſely weick to it, 
the more ground we give our King to truſt us, and ' aſlured 


of our honeſty to him. For by our Religion we tfear our 
God, but we muſt honour our Ki elg | anaoear Our 


ence-lake. We own a Religion that is "ops and gentle, 
meek and peaceable; that teaches us all the ſuitable qualities that 
can make: us as good SnbjeQs as Chriſtians. And for thoſe 
wild and unaccountable Fanaticiſms that at every turn makes Re- 
ligion their pretence for Sedition , Tumults and Rebellion, we 
hate and deteſt them, and look upon them 4s the ſcandal of 
Chriſtianity, and plague of humane Society. | 

Bur ſhould we once become Papiſts, then kt them talk what 


© they will, our Religion would oblige us to other things. - Tr is 


true the French have much ſhaken off that Yoke of bondage to 
the Pope. And our Brittiſh Papiſts do now begin to be aſhamed of 
the depoſing Power. But certain it is that the Pope himſelf is as 
tenacious of the pretence as ever he was. And when he has the 
Thunder of Heaven in his Hand, and all his Clergy fo entirely 
his vowed Slaves, there is not roo much ſecurity to be had; but 
eſpecially when all the Clergy pretend to an exemption from the 
JuriſdiRion of the Civil Magiſtrate, and that by Divine Right 
ani 
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